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astonished at these acts of barbarism. Before the
faith was received in Germany, Spain, or England,
those nations were not more civilized. Mind is not
lacking among the Savages of Canada, but education
and instruction. They are already tired of their mis-
eries, and stretch out their hands to us for help. It
seems to me that the tribes which have stationary
homes could be easily converted. I can say of the
Hurons all that was written to us a while ago by the
Father of a young Paraguayan: to wit, that much
suffering must be endured among them, but that
great results may be expected; and that, if the con-
solations of the earth are lacking there, those of
Paradise may already be enjoyed. It is only neces-
sary to know the language; and, if Father Brebeuf
had not been compelled by the English to leave
[27] here, they having taken possession of the French
fort, he would already have advanced the glory of
God in that country. As to the strange and wander-
ing tribes like those near Kebec, where we live,
there will be more difficulty. The means of assist-
ing them, in my opinion, is to build seminaries, and
to take their children, who are very bright and ami-
able. The fathers will be taught through the chil-
dren. Even now there are some among them who
have begun to cultivate the soil and sow Indian corn,
having become weary of their difficult and miserable
way of living. But, in a word, the promise of the
Eternal Father to his Son will remedy this sooner or
later: Dabo tibi gentes hereditatem tuam, & possessionem
tuam terminos terre. Great fruits have been obtained
in the East Indies and in south America, although
[28] there have been found in those countries not
only vices to combat, but also strange superstitions,



